
Appendix K- Personalized Approaches for Learning 

 

 

AFTERSCHOOL—a generic term denoting a period of time or a structured program for youth 

that occurs anytime outside of the school day.  This can include activities and programs that 

may occur: before school, afterschool, during the summer, and on weekends, evenings, and 

school vacations periods. 

  

BLENDED LEARNING  

An education program in which content and instruction are delivered both in a traditional 

classroom setting and through virtual learning that allows for student choice around time, 

place, path, and/or pace. 

 

COMMUNITY BASED LEARNING (SERVICE LEARNING) 

A program that combines meaningful service to the community with a student’s learning 

goals.  Students improve their academic and transferable skills and personal development by 

applying what they learn in school to a valuable, significant, and necessary service which has 

real consequences to the community; they then reflect on their experience to reinforce the link 

between their service and their learning.  

 

EXPANDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

High quality programs within communities and schools designed to serve learners on a regular 

basis by providing unique opportunities for academic growth, hands-on learning, and personal 

development.  Often these programs are provided by schools in collaboration with non-profit 

organizations, museums, and other local entities.  These opportunities can occur beyond 

traditional school hours and outside of the school building. Note: This approach may be funded 

with 21st CCLC dollars if they take place during non-school hours. 

 

FLEXIBLE PATHWAYS 

Any combination of high-quality expanded learning opportunities, including academic and 

experiential components, which build and assess attainment of identified proficiencies and lead 

to secondary school completion, civic engagement and postsecondary readiness. Flexible 

pathways allow students to apply their knowledge and skills to tasks of personal interest as 

part of the personalized learning planning process. 

 

INDIVIDUALIZATION 

Learning outcomes, instructional and assessment strategies and educational experiences 

customized to meet the needs of individual students. 

 

PERSONALIZATION 

A learning process in which schools help students assess their own talents and aspirations, plan 

a pathway toward their own purposes, work cooperatively with others in challenging tasks, 

maintain a record of explorations, and demonstrate their learning against clear standards in a 



wide variety of media, all with the close support of adult mentors and guides. – National 

Association of Secondary School Principals 

 

PERSONALIZED LEARNING 

Systems and approaches that deepen student learning by incorporating each student’s interests, 

strengths and needs - including student voice and choice in what, how, when and where they 

learn - to achieve the goals of active engagement, academic success, and preparation for post-

secondary opportunities. While often less formalized, personalized learning and personalized 

instructional approaches are critical to students in kindergarten through grade 6 as well. 

 

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 

An approach to education in which learners explore real-world problems and challenges to 

address learning targets.  

 

VIRTUAL LEARNING  

Learning delivered through a Web-based platform that employs a variety of digital tools, 

content, and supports and allows for student choice around time, place, path, and/or 

pace.  Virtual learning can facilitate both individual and collective learning, and can occur 

synchronously and asynchronously.  

 

WORK-BASED LEARNING 

An educational program or experience involving student interactions with industry or 

community professionals in real, virtual, online, or simulated work environments that exposes 

learners to postsecondary options, provides opportunities for skill development and proficiency 

attainment, and allows students to reinforce and deepen their school-based learning.  

 


